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A word from our Pastc

Dear Jerusalbth Pleasant United Methodist
Church Family and Friends,

A bles.sed Chrlstm_as toyou and a NeWY&Sation of the Christ Child exceed the Sz
filled with the promises of God. Our Hgvenfgmember the evening Christmas recit
Father gave us the best gift ever in th&Retp@RA 9krusalem Methodist Church. Wha
Jesus Christ. Our salvation began in tQSrﬁEagf%/our fondest memories?

of Bethlehem. Without Christmas, there would be

no Easter. The wise men that came (QVPSHANPDY. Monk began a special offering a
the Holy Child brought gifts of gold, fragkiny i st mas enti t | ed ,

cense, and myrrh. Gold represented Fisyqyalts =~ ¢ AS we cont
frankincense His divinity and myrrh reg&sgg% that during the month of Decembx
His death. What gifts can we bring in Resiabef and friend of Jekis&=asant

the Christ Child? | believe the gifts wegta HdB8rificial Christmas gift to the Church

are our hearts, our love, our time, and gi6@lyour regular giving. During these diffi
ents. financial times, we trust God more than ever

cause we know that 0
abundantly above all
Ephesians 3:20

Do you remember the
ment and joy as a child. g
waiting for Santa to brir” \
your Christmas present’ 3%
remember that Santa e
brought gifts that were

The leadership and | appreciate and thank e
of you for your commitment and dedication t
_ _ making disciples for Christ. Our Sunday Scf
my ||st: Christmas was _ Christmas Play will be celebrated on Decem
joyful time. There was an air at 11:00 a.m. We look forward to your being

of excitement and happiness in my hoggrp@M&ifif us during the Christmas seasor
my fondest memories center around baking home-

made cookies, cakes and a snack named nuts an

: |
bolts. | was so excited | could barely sleep in tlory to God!
anticipation of Santads arrival. My
that our joy, excitement, and anticipation of the - Pastor Wood



What is Church Membership?

The following excerpts are taken from The

2008

Book of Discipline of the United Methodlist

Paragraph 214.

The United Method-
ist Church is part of
the holy catholic
(universal) church,
as we confess in the
Apostl eso
the church, Jesus
Christ is proclaimed
and professed as
Lord and Savior. All
people may attend
its worship services,
participate in its pro-
grams, receive the
sacraments, and be-
come members in
any local church.

Paragraph 217.
When persons unite
as professing mem-
bers with a local
United Methodist
church, they profess
their faith in God, the
Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and
earth; in Jesus Christ
his only Son, and in
the Holy Spirit.

Thus, they make
known their desire to
live their daily lives
as disciples of Jesus
Christ. They cove-
nant together with
God and with the
members of the local

Church

church to keep the
vows, which are a
part of the order of
confirmation and re-
ception into the
Church. These vows

Ccanebe fdund in then
United Methodist
Hymnal on pages 34
and 38.

Paragraph 218.
Growth in Faithful
Discipleship -
Faithful membership
in the local church is
essential for per-
sonal growth and for
developing a deeper
commitment to the
will and grace of
God. As members
involve themselves
in private and public
prayer, worship, the
sacraments, study,
Christian action, sys-
tematic giving, and
holy discipline, they
grow in their appre-
ciation of Christ, un-
derstanding of God
at work in history and
the natural order,
and an understand-
ing of themselves.

Paragraph 219.
Mutual Responsi-
bility 7 Faithful disci-

pleship includes the
obligation to patrtici-
pate in the corporate
life of the congrega-
tion with fellow mem-
bers of the body of
Christ. A member is
bound in sacred
covenant to shoulder
the burdens, share
the risks, and cele-
brate the joys of fel-
low members. A
Christian is called to
speak the truth in
love, always ready to
confront conflict in
the spirit of forgive-
ness and reconcilia-
tion.

Paragraph 220. The
Call to Ministry of All
the Baptized i All
member s of
universal church are
called to share in the
ministry which is
committed to the
whole church of Je-
sus Christ. There
fore, each member
of The United Meth-
odist Church is to be
a servant of Christ
on mission in the lo-
cal and worldwide
community.

Chr |



Jerusalem-Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church is
overjoyed in welcoming the following people as new
members or reaffirmed members beginning in 2008
until the present:

2009 2008
Desi Ellis Betty Evans
Johnny Boykin Wilda Evans
Thomas Davis Glenda Johnson
Hillary Hill Joan Johnson
Dawn Prather Natalie Singh
Eric Prather Malinda Hebron Terry
Jackie Canady Jeannie Davis
Jackie Davis
Larry Jackson
Wanda Jackson

Barbara Brown

Left to right bottom row: Wanda Jackson (Church Council Chair),
Thomas Davis (Trustee Chair). Top row: Left to Right Doris Prather
(SPPRC Chair) and Ms. Evelyn Buford (Finance Chair)

Photographer: Karlton Jackson
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